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FOREWORD

1. Oiginally, mlitary standard -188 (M L-STD- 188) covered techni cal
standards for tactical and |ong-haul comrunications. It |ater evolved

t hrough revisions (M L-STD-188A, M L-STD- 188B) into a docunent applicable
to tactical comunications only (M L-STD 188C)

2. The Def ense Communi cations Agency (DCA), now the Defense Information
Systens Agency (DI SA), published DCA circulars (DCAC). These DCACs
pronul gat ed standards and engineering criteria that apply to the |ong-hau
Def ense Commruni cations System (DCS) and to technical support of the
National MIlitary Comrand System ( NMCS)

3. As a result of a Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) action, standards for al
mlitary comruni cations are now being published in a ML-STD- 188 seri es.
The M L-STD 188 series is subdivided into a ML-STD 188-100 series, which
covers common standards for tactical and | ong-haul comunications; a ML-
STD- 188- 200 series, which covers standards for tactical conmunications
only; and a M L-STD- 188-300 series, which covers standards for |ong-hau
communi cations only. Utimtely, the -200 and -300 series will be absorbed
into the -100 series.

4. This M L-STD was prepared to conply with Joint Staff direction
regardi ng devel opnment of a new standard that defines all technical
characteristics essential for interoperability and performance of satellite
comuni cations (SATCOM term nals that use dedicated 5-kHz and 25-kHz ultra
hi gh frequency (UHF) SATCOM transponder channels. This standard defines
mandat ory system paraneters for planning, engineering, procuring, and using
UHF SATCOM term nals in joint operations.

5. This standard is approved and will be used by the Ofice of the
Secretary of Defense, the mlitary departnents, the JCS, the unified and
speci fi ed commands, DoD agencies, and DoD field activities to ensure
interoperability and conpatibility in accordance with DoD Instruction
5000. 2, 23 February 1991.

6. Beneficial coments (recomrendati ons, additions, deletions) and any
pertinent data that may be of use in inproving this ML-STD should be
addressed to:

Director
Joint Interoperability and Engi neering O ganization
ATTN:  TBBA

Fort Monnmout h, New Jersey 07703-5613

by using the standardi zati on Docunent | nprovenent Proposal (DD Form 1426)
appearing at the end of this docunent or by letter.
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